The Most Important Preparation…

…is Spiritual Preparation!

At the end of e3 Mission Trips, Team Members fill out a trip evaluation.  One question asks, “What would you have done differently to prepare for this Trip?”   The most common answer is, “PRAYED MORE!”   While packing and logistics may loom larger in the next few weeks, strive to keep spiritual preparation your #1 priority.  

If you forget socks, you can borrow some.   If you forget money, you can borrow some.   But you can’t borrow Spiritual Preparedness.    The last thing you want to do is carry the ‘kitchen sink’ overseas, but then stand in panic at someone’s door, realizing too late that you gave the least attention to the very thing you came to do the most.   Be more concerned about forgetting your spiritual armor instead of your worldly clothing!   (Eph. 6:10-20).

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, “I [not you] will build MY church, and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.”   This campaign is HIS work.  HE does the building; He simply gives us the privilege of helping.   It is God who draws men unto Himself (John 6:44) and the Holy Spirit who convicts (John 16:8).  God’s work is spiritual work, not a human project.   It is bloody warfare between God and the enemy, and your spiritual weapons include love, prayer, the gospel, your testimony, God’s word, and faith.   Keep these perspectives!   Avoid the Western way of seeing in the natural, not the spiritual.   Ask God daily to renew your mind to His eternal viewpoint (Rom 12:1-2).

What can you do to stay spiritually prepared?

· Have personal holiness.   Love God above all else (Matt. 22:36-40)   Keep clean (I John 1:9), humble and submitted (James 4:7-8).   Forgive others (Matt. 18:34-35).   Be thankful, not anxious (Phil 4:6-7).   Stay in the Word (Psalm 119), worship (Psalm 103), and listen reverently to your Lord (Eccl. 5:1-2).

· Sharpen and swing your spiritual weapons.   See the partial list above for weapons to be using now.

· Pray.   Intercede deeply and daily (Col. 4:3-4), and do warfare (2 Cor. 10:3-5) without ceasing (I Thess. 5:17)

· Pick  prayer partners.    God greatly honors the unified prayers of His gathered saints (Matt. 18:18-20).   Get at least 5 dedicated prayer partners to begin praying for you and the e3 Mission Trip daily, from now until 1 week after the Trip.   Give each prayer partner one of the attached prayer calendars as a guide.

· Prepare your messages.    You may be asked to speak.   Have your testimony ready (Rev. 12:11), with a clear gospel included (Col. 4:3-4, 1 Pet. 3:15).  Take time now to prepare sermons and devotionals if needed.

· Practice.   Practice giving the gospel clearly.   Practice by yourself and with a friend, both with and without the tracts you will use on the e3 Mission Trip.   Highlight key verses in your Bible.   Practice all field ministry (puppets, songs, drama, etc.) that you may do.

· Review.   Review any responsibilities you received for the Trip, especially if you will be a team leader.
· Handle logistics now.    Pack and make arrangements early so you can keep a spiritual focus in the final week.

· Love.    Without love, all your work means nothing.  (I Cor. 13)
· Have a servant’s heart.   Are you going out to serve God, or to get something?   Be a servant to men also.

· Be flexible.    Eliminate your expectations and be ready to cheerfully accept anything God brings you.

In closing…

· Pray NOW.

· Spiritually prepare NOW. 

· Satan wars against God, the e3 Mission Trip, and you - NOW.
· Ask God to plow the hardened hearts at our destination NOW,

so that when we arrive, we won’t cast seeds of truth onto concrete!
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