The Battle Is The Lord’s

by Keith Gilliam

Jehoshaphat defeated the vast army that came against him. Not because of his military superiority; not because he had weapons of mass destruction; not because he had limitless supplies of soldiers. We too have a vast army coming against us in terms of the enemy’s attacks. Why are you surprised to hear that? The New Testament is filled with scriptures that foretell that, but also promises of God’s provision. 

· The enemy wants to make each of us feel alone. But God says in Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? Verse 37 continues, “In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” You are not alone. Don’t let the enemy lie to you!
· The enemy wants to make each of us feel like we’re not making any difference. But God says, “in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith” (1 Thessalonians 3:7). If we can’t have faith that God will get us safely to Kenya, provide passports, money, peace, how can we have faith that one person will come to Christ? Don’t let the enemy lie to you!
· The enemy wants to make each of us feel that our sin is too great to make a difference for Christ. But God says in Hebrews 10:33, “Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.” Verse 35 continues, “do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.” Don’t let the enemy lie to you!
· The enemy wants to make each of us feel fearful of the future. But God says, “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Don’t let the enemy lie to you!

Do you want to be very encouraged today? I thought so. Read 2 Chronicles 20 and see how God brought Jehoshaphat through a tough battle. He proclaimed, “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you” (v. 12); “Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s” (v. 15b); “You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you…Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you” (v. 17); they “stood up and praised the Lord, the God of Israel, with very loud voice” (v. 19); “Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld” (v.20b). 

Read it for yourself, and be encouraged!
