
 

Burundi Medical Mission: 

November 2009 

Left Phoenix Sunday afternoon 

November 15 

4 full flights, 37 hours and 9 time 

zones to Burundi 

 

 

 

Spent 1-night in airport to save 

$100 in hotel costs. I was as 

uncomfortable as these guys look. 

Ah, the glamorous life of a world 

traveler. 

 

 

 

November 18-20, the Source de Nil 

Hotel is my home in steamy 

Bujumbura the capital of Burundi. 

The hotel has guests, bar has a 

popcorn machine & restaurant next 

to pool has espresso machine. Oh 

how far Burundi has come since the 

end of the war in April 2008. Hotel 

bed was lumpy & awesome. Way 

better than airport & airplane. God 

is good! 

 



 

 

 

Follow up: 

I try to visit churches that we have 

planted and encourage the new 

Believers. This is New Life Church 

that was started in June 2009. 

New believers are held 

accountable: teenage boy leading 

choir, drunk now sober: guys that 

only Jesus could transform are 

attending this church. 

 

 

I’m unable to connect to internet, 

ugh: 1-way communication is a 

bummer. Wonder what the 

problem is? Technology? 

 

 

Saturday, 21 November: 

Team arrives! 

22-North Americans to share the 

story of Jesus & provide medical 

treatment. 



 

 

Sunday, 22 November: 

Start our day with a lively church 

service in the capital... 

Churches in Burundi are growing 

fast, church families take in orphans 

and are transforming communities. 

This church has a medical clinic. 

 

 

 

… and we visited a church in 

Gatumba. 

This Gatumba church has an HIV 

clinic, sewing school to train 

widows & feeds street children. 

Bujumbura, the capital of Burundi, 

and Gatumba are the only cities in 

Burundi with electricity. 

 

 

When money is available, the 

church in Gatumba also feeds 

orphans. The orphans bring their 

bowl or plate, pick a number and, if 

there is still food when their 

number is picked, they get some 

hot food: beans & rice. 

 



 

 

 

We dined along the shore of Lake 

Tanganyika, it is estimated to be 

the second or third largest 

freshwater lake in the world by 

volume, and the second deepest. 

 

 

 

 

Mission Trip? 

White sand, turquoise waters, 

waves in a lake and beachside 

restaurants. Pinch yourself. This is 

Burundi, not the Caribbean. 

Thousands of Burundi suffer from 

severe malnutrition. Children are 

even too hungry to go to school. 

 

 

We had 22 Americans and invited 

drivers, translators, pastors, and a 

few strangers join us for the meal 

of fresh fish & chips. 

Americans ate with guilt. 

Burundi ate with joy. 

 



 

 

Monday, 23 November: 

Bible study 60+ attending: 5-sitting 

on bench, about 40-sitting on mat, 

about 15-standing in shade. Thank 

you, Jesus! 

 

 

Burundi crowd waiting for medical 

clinic to open in Bujumbura. 

 

 

 

This woman praying to receive 

Jesus after visit to medical clinic. 

 



 

 

Tuesday, 24 November: 

Medical clinic moves to Gatumba 

and crowds grow. 

Muslims are also coming to Jesus. 

This man heard the story of Jesus 

and refused to accept Jesus. A 

translator followed him outside and 

shared the story of Jesus with him 

again. This time, the man prayed & 

asked Jesus to be his savior. 

 

 

 

God also blessed us with a show 

(actually a practice) by the famed 

Burundi drummers. At the start of 

their performance, the drummers 

enter balancing heavy drums on 

their heads and singing and playing. 

The procession is lead by a leaping 

spearman. 

 

 

 

Happy Hour! At our hotel, Kings 

Conference Center. 

Hotel also has no leaking plumbing 

(1st time for me in Africa), hot 

water, no tv, mosquitoes, mosquito 

net, a/c (oops they meant fan), 

great food, gym (Burundi 

president’s wife exercised here 

daily) internet access & very good 

price. 

 



 

Wednesday, 25 November: 

Last day, medical clinic slammed, 

1000's arriving from all over 

country. 

Crowd desperate, many sick, some 

dying. Illness treated: worms, 

malaria (no medicine), burns, TB, 

infections, HIV (no medicine)… 

 

 

 

Soldiers came and restored order. 

 

This mission trip resulted in 3162 people hearing the gospel, 1592 prayed to receive Jesus as 

their savior, 4 new churches were started and over 1500 Burundi got medical attention for free. 

Other activities included delivery of donated school supplies, sewing machine, Bibles, scripture 

booklets, mp3 players loaded with New Testament, food and medical supplies. Money for 

building materials for churches was delivered. Training for the nursing school was provided. 

Please come and see what God is doing in East Africa. We have trips planned for: 

• Burundi in April, June and November 

• Rwanda in July 

• Zanzibar in November 

Please support Team Berryman: To give on-line at www.e3partners.org - click on the “GIVE” 

choose "Other" in the “Designation” field. A blank box will appear. Add the name “Berryman” 

and continue with your information. To send a check via US mail: Make checks payable to “e3 

Partners” and send to: Team Berryman/e3 Partners, 4007 N. 34th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85018 


